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the student to make these applications. The book
should serve to point out the possibilities of the
mathematical treatment of certain biological proc-
esses.—A. G. D.

Synopsis of Materia Medica, Toxicology and
Pharmacology, by F. R. DavisoN. 633 pages,
43/, x 7%/s. 1940. St. Louis: C, V. Mosby Co.
Price, $5.00.

This book is designed for students and practi-
tioners of medicine. The first portion treats of the
principles of drug action, methods of administra-
tion of drugs, modification of their action, sources,
types, standards, classification of drugs, etc. There
is also a chapter on prescription writing and one on
toxicology. Part II deals with the drugs used by
the physician. These are classified according to
their action on the body. In addition to the ac-
tion, use and dose of the various drugs, there is
frequently given one or more prescriptions indicating
the practical application of the drug. This enables
the physician to make immediate use of the material
presented and also makes the volume one which
may be included to advantage in a pharmaceutical
library.—A. G. D.

Forensic Chemistry, by Henry T. F. RHODES.
214 pages. Chemical Publishing Co., Inc., 148
Lafayette St., New York, N. Y., 1940. Price,
$5.00.

The author stated that the purpose of this book is
to collect in one volume information on forensic
chemistry which has appeared in criminological
journals and to provide an outline for the operating
of a forensic chemical laboratory. The book is
divided into two parts. Part I deals with the ap-
plication of chemical methods to the identification
of persons. The identification of persons by indirect
means is discussed, e. g., by means of dust particles,
starch, shellac and other materials which may be
found on a person and from which a clue as to their
occupation or the habits of a person may be ob-
tained. Part II is devoted to a discussion of the
chemical methods for the proof of “‘corpus delicti.”
The examination of stains, weapons, documents,
poisons, etc., is also discussed. There is a chapter
devoted to questioned documents, others on fire-
arms, explosives, counterfeit money and the exami-
nation of toxic materials, At the end of the book
there is a bibliography of several pages. The book
contains considerable information from the personal
experience of the author and should prove a valuable
addition to the limited number of books now avail-
able on this subject.—A. G. D.

What Are the Vitamins? by WALTER H. Ebpv.
247 pages. Reinhold Publishing Corp., 330 West
42nd St., New York, N. Y., 1941. Price, $2.50.

This book contains pertinent and reliable infor-
mation based on original investigation and a review
of the literature. It answers such questions as:
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What are the vitamins? What do they do? Which
one do I need? How much of each do I need?
Where and how can I get them? In the two opening
chapters supplemented by tables of potency, unit
equivalents and the chemical nature of vitamins and
vitamin values of foods, the vitamins are defined as
organic chemical compounds and the function of
these substances as prosthetic groups in enzyme
system controlling respiration and intracellular
metabolism is explained. The remaining eleven
chapters are devoted to the functions of each vita-
min. The treatment is mainly pathological and is
concerned chiefly with the diagnosis, clinical mani-
festations and treatment. There is a bibliography
at the end of each chapter. The book is believed
to be of particular value to the physician and
pathologist, also the worker in the field of nutrition.
—A. G. D.

The Chinese Way in Medicine, by Ebpwarp H
Hume. 189 pages. 51/,x 73/, The Johns Hopkins
Press, Baltimore, Md., 1940. Price $2.25.

In this book the author has succeeded in bringing
out the important philosophies of Chinese medicine
and in presenting an interesting commentary upon
the leading Chinese physicians of ancient times and
on the drugs employed by them. Among the
physicians mentioned are Fu Hsi, a contemporary
of the great Imhotep of Egypt, Shén Nung, the
father of Chinese medicine and the compiler of Pén
Ts ao, the original Chinese pharmacopceia, and
Huang Ti, who introduced mniethods of diagnosis
and physical therapy. Attention is also called to
the fact that many of our present-day drugs are
mentioned in the Pén Ts 40, the best known of which
is probably ephedra from which ephedrine is ob-
tained. It is also noted that such important drugs
as kaolin, chaulmoogra oil, stramonium, etc., are
listed in the Pén Ts a0 Kang Mu, a catalogue of
native herbs compiled by Li Shih-Chén during the
Ming dynasty. The book contains much valuable
information on the history of Chinese medicine and
is worthy of a place in all medical and pharma-
ceutical libraries.—A. G. D.

NOTICE

It will be appreciated if any one,
who has a copy of the January 1940
issue of the Scientific Edition that
he does not need, will mail it to the
AMERICAN PHARMACEUTICAL As-
SOCIATION, 2215 Constitution Ave.,
Washington D. C., as our supply of
this number has been exhausted.






